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corps was presented to the Emperor Francis Joseph at the
Austrian Embassy; there was a grand reception at the Neues
Palais on 8 September, and a dinner was given on the 9th. At
this dinner Lord Odo Russell had interesting conversations with
all three ministers, Andrassy, formerly known to him as a refugee,
Gorchakov, whom he had met in difficult circumstances in Paris
and Bismarck with whom he was on very cordial terms.1

Andrassy, who was avoiding conversation with the French
Ambassador, expressed warm sympathy for England, and regret
that her neutrality made an intimate and active co-operation
impossible. A cordial alliance with Germany was a necessity
for Austria's existence and he regarded the present meeting as
a new and safe starting point. Maintenance of the status quo
was the only possible policy in the East at the moment and he
was in full agreement with Bismarck in excluding particular
details from the meeting altogether.

Bismarck, beaming with satisfaction, was in an expansive
mood. He took the success of the meeting entirely to himself.
His object was fully attained, "For the first time in history
three emperors had sat down to dinner together for the promo-
tion of peace," and he hoped that England would acclaim him
for it. He praised Andrassy, but spoke with a considerable
amount of irritation against Gorchakov, as if he had found in him
the principal obstacle to his plans.

Lord Odo Russell found the Russian statesman quite as well-
pleased and cordial as Andrassy or as Bismarck himself. As
was his way, he expressed himself at great length. After recalling
his pleasant memories of English friends and particularly of
Lord Granville, he asked that he might speak with the frankness
that so pleasant an occasion made possible. It was less than two
short years since he and Lord Odo Russell had been opponents
over the Black Sea question but he was most anxious now to be
affable and on friendly terms. Lord Odo was not the man to
repel his advances and Gorchakov proceeded to propound his
views and hopes.

He wanted friendship with England and peace in Europe,
"So that he had insisted on his august master joining the
emperors of Austria and Germany to complete what would have

1Full transcripts have been published by the present writer in the Slavonic
Review. April 1930.

5